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ELG: Word Reading 
 Children at the expected level of development will:  
- Say a sound for each letter in the alphabet and at least 10 digraphs 
- Read words consistent with their phonic knowledge by sound-blending 
- Read aloud simple sentences and books that are consistent with their phonic knowledge, including some common exception words.  
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Develop pleasure in reading, motivation to read, vocabulary and understanding.  

Listen to and discuss a wide range of poems, stories and link what they read or hear read to 
their own experiences   

Become very familiar with key stories, fairy stories and traditional tales, retelling them and 
considering their particular characteristics.   

Recognise and join in with predictable phrases.   

Learning to appreciate rhymes and poems, and to recite some by heart.   

Discuss word meanings, linking new meanings to those already known.   

Draw on what they already know or on background information and vocabulary provided by 
the teacher.   

Check that the text makes sense to them as they read and correct inaccurate reading.   

Discuss the significance of the title and events and making inferences on the basis of what 
is being said and done.   

Predict what might happen on the basis of what has been read so far.   

Participate in discussion about what is read to them, taking turns and listening to what 
others say  explain clearly their understanding of what is read to them 
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Year  2 (As Year 1 with extra books) 
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Develop pleasure in reading, motivation to read, vocabulary and understanding. 

Listen to and discuss a wide range of contemporary and classic poetry, stories and non-
fiction at a level beyond that at which they can read independently.  

Retell a wide range of stories, fairy stories, traditional tales and non-fiction texts 

Learn new vocabulary and discuss favourite words and phrases within texts. 

Build a repertoire of poems that children can recite by heart.  

Read aloud with appropriate intonation and self-correcting any mistakes. 

Make inferences about a text, ask/answer questions and make predictions about what 
has been read so far. 

To participate in discussion about books, poems and others works, taking turns and 
listening to what others say. 
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Year 3 / 4  

Autumn  

 
 

To recognise, listen to and discuss a wide range 

of fiction, poetry, plays, non-fiction and 

reference books or textbooks. 

To use appropriate terminology when discussing texts 
(plot, character, setting). 

To discuss and compare texts from a wide variety of 
genres and writers. 

To read for a range of purposes. 

To identify themes and conventions in a wide range of 
books. 

To refer to authorial style, overall themes (e.g. triumph of 
good over evil) and 

features (e.g. greeting in letters, a diary written in the first 
person or the use of presentational devices such as 
numbering and headings). 
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Year 5 / 6  
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The Wonder 
Tom Percival The Missing 

Michael Rosen 

 
Windrush 

Child 
Benjamin 

Zephamiah 
 

 

To discuss and compare texts from a wide variety of genres and writers. 

To read for a range of purposes. 

To identify themes and conventions in a wide range of books. 

To refer to authorial 

style, overall themes (e.g. triumph of good over evil) and 

features (e.g. greeting in letters, a diary written in 

the first person or the use of presentational devices such as numbering 
and headings). 
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