
 

 

Skills Progression Year 1 Autumn  Spring Summer 

 Making    

Drawing 

 

Begin to explore a variety of drawing materials including pencil, graphite, 

pen, chalk, soft pastel, wax and charcoal. 

 

x   

Painting & Collage 

 

Recognise primary colours and use an experiential approach to simple 

colour mixing to discover secondary colours. e.g. exploring colour 

 

   

Benefit from experiences learnt through drawing (above) (mark-making, 

observational drawing, experimental drawing) and apply these skills to 

painting and collage: 

e.g. mark making with acrylic paint and painting a rainbow-forest  

 

x   

Enjoy discovering the interplay between materials for example wax and 

watercolour e.g. wax resist autumn leaves 

 

 x  

Printmaking 

 

Explore simple printmaking. 

For example using plasticine, found materials or quick print foam,  

plasticine printmaking or everyday printmaking 

 

   

Search out found objects to be used as tools to press into plasticine to create 

texture and to understand notions of positive and negative. Use rollers or the 

backs of spoon to create pressure to make a print.  

 

   

Explore pattern, line, shape and texture. 

 

 x  

3D 

 

Explore modelling materials such as Modroc, clay and plasticine in an 

open-ended manner, to discover what they might do. modroc plasterboard 

or making modroc sculpture 

 

   

Use basic tools to help deconstruct (scissors) and then construct (glue 

sticks). 

 

x    

Art 

https://www.accessart.org.uk/colour-wheel-for-infants-and-juniors/
http://www.accessart.org.uk/gestural-mark-making-with-acrylic-paint/
http://www.accessart.org.uk/painting-a-rainbow-forest/
http://www.accessart.org.uk/wax-resist-autumn-leaves-by-rosie-james/
http://www.accessart.org.uk/teachers-play-with-plasticine-to-make-prints-in-the-education-room-at-the-fitzwilliam-museum-cambridge/
http://www.accessart.org.uk/printing-processes-that-use-everyday-materials-to-develop-a-creative-focus-for-anyone-anywhere/
http://www.accessart.org.uk/using-modroc-making-a-sculptural-construction-material-handmade-plasterboard/
http://www.accessart.org.uk/making-modroc-sculpture/


 

 Evaluating 
   

 Enjoy listening to other people’s views about artwork made by 

others. 

 

x x  

 Feel able to express and share an opinion about the artwork. x x  

 Knowledge and understanding 
   

 Recognise and describe some simple characteristics of different kinds 

of art, craft and design 
 x  

 Name tools, techniques and formal elements  x  

 

 

Skills Progression Year 2 Autumn  Spring Summer 

 Making    

Drawing 

 

Develop mark-making skills through experimentation with various drawing 

media: pencil, graphite, chalk, soft pastel, wax and charcoal.  

x   

Explore a variety of drawing starting points (stimuli), including close 

looking via observation from primary & secondary source material, drawing 

from memory and imagination. These might include figurative, still life and 

landscape subject matter for drawings 

 

x   

Use drawings as basis for collage x   

Painting & Collage 

 

Continue to mix colours experientially (i.e. encourage pupils to “try and 

see”) 

 

   

Revisit colour mixing and understand relationships of primary and 

secondary colours and apply colour mixing skills to a project  

 

   

Explore painting on different surfaces, such as fabric and different scales    

Use new colour mixing knowledge and transfer it to other media, e.g.soft 

pastel or plasticine (painting with plasticine) 

   

http://www.accessart.org.uk/subject-matter-for-thoughtful-drawings/


 

Printmaking & 

Collage 

 

Explore simple mono printing techniques using carbon paper, using 

observational drawing skills and mark making skills explored through 

drawing (Drawing - above), and colour mixing skills (painting and collage - 

above) e.g. 

Monoprinting with oil pastel 

 

   

3D, Architecture & 

Digital Media 

 

Explore how 2d can become 3d though “design through making”. Pls see 

design in the national curriculum 

 

x   

Cut simple shapes from card and use them to construct architectural forms.  

Use drawn, collaged and printed elements as surface decoration for the 

architectural maquettes  

x   

Use digital media (film and still photos) to create records of models made.    

 Evaluating 
   

 Enjoy listening to other people’s views about artwork made by 

others. 

 

x x  

Feel able to express and share an opinion about the artwork. x x  

 Knowledge and understanding 
   

 Recognise and describe some simple characteristics of different kinds 

of art, craft and design 

 

 x  

Name tools, techniques and formal elements    

Know that different forms of creative works are made by artists, 

craftspeople, and designers from all cultures and times, for different 

purposes 

 

x   

Be able to talk about the materials, techniques and processes they 

have used, using an appropriate vocabulary 

 

x   

 

http://www.accessart.org.uk/monoprinting-with-oil-pastel-and-carbon-copy-paper/
http://www.accessart.org.uk/national-curriculum-planning-design/


 

 

Skills Progression Year 3 Autumn  Spring Summer 

 Making    

Drawing 

 

Practice observational drawing from the figure, exploring careful looking, 

intention, seeing big shapes, drawing with gesture, and quick sketching, e.g. 

Using gesture in drawing 

 

   

Using observational drawing as a starting point, fed by imagination, design 

typography, e.g. Typography for children 

 

   

Make larger scale drawing from observation and imagination    

Painting & Collage 

 

Apply and build upon colour mixing and mark-making skills previously 

learnt, thinking about how certain colour ranges/combinations affect the 

outcome, e.g. Stencils composition and mark making and Exploring colour 

 

   

Explore painting on new surfaces using colour as decoration e.g.  

Paint clay tiles 

 

   

   

   

Printmaking & 

Collage 

 

Explore simple mono printing techniques using carbon paper, using 

observational drawing skills and mark making skills explored through 

drawing (Drawing - above), and colour mixing skills (painting and collage - 

above) e.g. 

Monoprinting with oil pastel 

 

   

3D & Animation Explore a simple clay technique such as making slab pieces, and decorate 

them relief patterns based upon observational drawing skills  

   

Explore how combinations of materials such as wire, paper, fabric, string, 

card can be transformed into sculpture, discovering how best to manipulate 

them (cut, tear, bend, fold) and fasten them together (tie, bind, stick). 

   

Building on mark-making and observational  skills, make drawings of 

animals, people and vehicles Use scissors to dissect the and reconstruct 

them into drawings that move, e.g. Making moving drawings 

 

   

http://www.accessart.org.uk/exaggerating-to-communicate/
http://www.accessart.org.uk/typography-children/
https://www.accessart.org.uk/year-three-pupils-explore-stencils-composition-and-expressive-mark-making-with-oil-pastels/
https://www.accessart.org.uk/exploring-colour/
https://www.accessart.org.uk/fruit-inspired-clay-tiles/
http://www.accessart.org.uk/monoprinting-with-oil-pastel-and-carbon-copy-paper/
http://www.accessart.org.uk/making-moving-drawings-with-children/


 

Use digital media to make animations from the drawings that move 

Animating articulated beasts 

 

   

 Evaluating 
   

 Enjoy listening to other people’s views about artwork made by 

others. 

 

   

Feel able to express and share an opinion about the artwork.    

 Think about why the work was made, as well as how. 

 

   

 Knowledge and understanding 
   

 Name tools, techniques and formal elements    

   

Know that different forms of creative works are made by artists, 

craftspeople, and designers from all cultures and times, for different 

purposes.  

   

Be able to know and describe the work of some artists, craftspeople, 

architects and designers, including artists who are contemporary, 

female, and from various ethnicities  

 

   

 Be able to talk about the materials, techniques and processes they 

have used, using an appropriate vocabulary 

 

   

 Be able to demonstrate how to safely use some of the tools and 

techniques they have chosen to work with 

 

   

 

 

 

Skills Progression Year 4 Autumn  Spring Summer 

https://www.accessart.org.uk/year-3-4-making-club-animating-articulated-beasts/


 

 Making    

Drawing 

 

Continue to familiarize with sketchbook / drawing exercises. Let children 

describe how to undertake the ones they know as means of recap/reminder 

and introduce new ones, which are practiced regularly. Start here drawing 

 

 

x 

  

Apply above skills to a variety of media, exploring outcomes in an open-

ended manner 

   

Use growing technical skill and knowledge of different drawing materials, 

combined with increasing confidence in making a creative response to a 

wide range of stimuli, to explore more experimental drawing, following 

child’s own interests/affinities. 

   

Painting & Collage 

 

Combine artforms such as collage, painting and printmaking in mixed 

media projects e.g. Screenprinting inspired by matisse 

 

   

Sculpture 

 

Work with a modelling material (clay or plasticine) to create quick 3d 

figurative sketches from life or imagination. 

   

Construct with a variety of materials (wool, string, twigs, found objects, 

paper etc.) exploring how to bring different media together, both technically 

and visually 

   

 Evaluating 
   

 Enjoy listening to other people’s views about artwork made by 

others. 

 

   

Feel able to express and share an opinion about the artwork.    

 Think about why the work was made, as well as how. 

 

   

 Knowledge and understanding 
   

   

http://www.accessart.org.uk/start-here-drawing/
https://www.accessart.org.uk/screenprinting-inspired-by-matisse/


 

 Name tools, techniques and formal elements    

Know that different forms of creative works are made by artists, 

craftspeople, and designers from all cultures and times, for different 

purposes.  

   

Be able to know and describe the work of some artists, craftspeople, 

architects and designers, including artists who are contemporary, 

female, and from various ethnicities  

 

   

 Be able to talk about the materials, techniques and processes they 

have used, using an appropriate vocabulary 

 

   

 Be able to demonstrate how to safely use some of the tools and 

techniques they have chosen to work with 

 

   

 

 

Skills Progression Year 5 Autumn  Spring Summer 

 Making    

Drawing 

 

Explore the relationship of line, tone, pattern, form, texture and colour. 

 

   

Begin to develop an awareness of composition, scale and proportion in their 

drawingss. 

 

   

Use growing technical skill and knowledge of different drawing materials, 

combined with increasing confidence in making a creative response to a 

wide range of stimuli, to explore more experimental drawing, following 

child’s own interests/affinities. 

   

Painting & Collage 

 

Mix and match colours to create atmosphere and light effects. Mix colour, 

shades and tones with confidence building on previous knowledge.   

 

   



 

 Paint on new surfaces (e.g. stone, fabric, walls, floors and work 

collaboratively to produce images in new contexts, 

   

Sculpture 

 

Enable sketchbook work above to evolve and inform into a sculpture 

project. Combine and construct with a variety of materials, including 

modelling and paint 

   

   

 Evaluating 
   

 Enjoy listening to other people’s views about artwork made by 

others. 

 

   

Feel able to express and share an opinion about the artwork.    

 Think about why the work was made, as well as how. 

 

   

 Ask questions about process, technique, idea or outcome. 

 

   

 Knowledge and understanding 
   

 Name tools, techniques and formal elements    

   

Know that different forms of creative works are made by artists, 

craftspeople, and designers from all cultures and times, for different 

purposes.  

   

Be able to know and describe the work of some artists, craftspeople, 

architects and designers, including artists who are contemporary, 

female, and from various ethnicities  

 

   

 Be able to talk about the materials, techniques and processes they 

have used, using an appropriate vocabulary 

 

   



 

 Be able to demonstrate how to safely use some of the tools and 

techniques they have chosen to work with 

 

   

 

 

Skills Progression Year 6 Autumn  Spring Summer 

 Making    

Drawing 

 

Revisit still life. Develop drawing skills using observational drawing e.g. 

Graphic inky still life or Still life in cubist style 

 

   

Explore drawing and mark making on new surfaces, e.g. clay, linking to 

genres such as portraiture or landscape, e.g. Exploring portraits 

 

   

Use growing technical skill and knowledge of different drawing materials, 

combined with increasing confidence in making a creative response to a 

wide range of stimuli, to explore more experimental drawing, following 

child’s own interests/affinities. 

   

 Explore sequential drawing and narrative e.g. manga and graphic novels    

 Develop their own style using tonal contrast and mixed media.  

 

   

Painting & Collage 

 

Start to develop their own style using tonal contrast and mixed media.  

 

   

 Recognise the art of key artists and begin to place them in key movements 

or historical events.  

 

   

https://www.accessart.org.uk/graphic-inky-still-life/
https://www.accessart.org.uk/still-life-drawing-in-a-cubist-style/
http://www.accessart.org.uk/exploring-portraits-eleanor-somerset/


 

 Purposely control the types of marks made and experiment with different 

effects and textures inc. blocking in colour, washes, thickened paint creating 

textural effects.  

 

   

 Adapt their work according to their views and describe how they might 

develop it further 

   

Sculpture 

 

Compare the style of different styles and approaches: Moore, Aztec. 

 

   

Demonstrate experience in the understanding of different ways of finishing 

work: glaze, paint, polish. 

   

 Evaluating 
   

 Enjoy listening to other people’s views about artwork made by 

others. 

 

   

Feel able to express and share an opinion about the artwork.    

Think about why the work was made, as well as how. 

 

   

Ask questions about process, technique, idea or outcome. 

 

   

 Knowledge and understanding 
   

 Name tools, techniques and formal elements    

Know that different forms of creative works are made by artists, 

craftspeople, and designers from all cultures and times, for different 

purposes.  

   



 

Be able to know and describe the work of some artists, craftspeople, 

architects and designers, including artists who are contemporary, 

female, and from various ethnicities  

 

   

Be able to talk about the materials, techniques and processes they 

have used, using an appropriate vocabulary 

 

   

Be able to demonstrate how to safely use some of the tools and 

techniques they have chosen to work with 

 

   

 

 

 


