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Headteacher’s Message 

Another busy week at Sutton comes to an end, and what a productive week it has been, with lots of learning, sport and 

singing happening! 

On Wednesday, as part of the drive to further improve and strengthen teaching and learning in school, I visited each 

classroom to observe lots of fantastic learning. I was particularly focusing on the children’s behaviour for learning, 

ensuring they were actively involved in their own learning and not sitting passively. In Class 1, I witnessed some excellent 

drama work being used to inspire the children to write dialogue in their stories. It was great fun to watch, and the 

children were clearly gaining much from their learning, developing and sharing excellent ideas whilst having fun.  

Class 2 impressed me with their creative writing, and it was pleasing to see them working as a class to develop a piece of 

writing together, with Miss Hodkin as scribe, before embarking on their own piece of writing. Their ideas and use of 

vocabulary was excellent and the children had obviously gained a lot of inspiration from the book they have read together, 

‘Where the forest meets the sea.’ 

Class 3 were busy looking at place value and rounding numbers, with some very challenging problem-solving to fully embed 

this area of Maths. The buzz of learning in the classroom was super, and it was encouraging to see our Year 5/6 really 

bonding as a class together and thriving in that environment.  

On Wednesday, our Year 5/6 children represented the school at the cluster football and netball, and will do so again over 

the next two weeks. I watched the football while Mrs Thompson (Genevieve’s mum) very kindly oversaw the netball. The 

children came up against some challenging opposition but they all tried their hardest and enjoyed themselves. I have to 

say a big thank you to Henry Houston, who sacrificed his place in the football team to ensure we had enough children in 

the netball team to attend – a true team player! And excellent results in netball, with one win and two draws. 

It has been a busy week for the teachers too. On Monday, staff attended training for SRE (Sex and Relationships 

Education) with our cluster schools in preparation for statutory requirements that come into force in 2020. As Science 

subject leader, Mrs Comito attended the first of three STEM (Science, Technology, Engineering and Mathematics) 

courses being held at the University of York, with the hope of really bringing Science alive for our children. Mrs Fineran 

has attended a two-day course focusing specifically on EYFS (Early Years Foundation Stage), again with the drive to 

further embed excellent practice at Sutton. Lastly, today I am at Bishopthorpe Palace attending a day held by the 

Diocese for new headteachers, which is an opportunity for me to network and build links with other schools—again linked 

in with our vision to become a much more outward-facing school. 

I look forward to seeing some of you tomorrow at the ‘tidy-up’ day – thank you, and fingers crossed the rain stays away! 

 



Superstars 

Headteacher Award 

Henry Ho., for being an excellent role model to others and a 

fantastic Year 6 

Stars of the Week 

Reception—Matilda, for excellent learning in Phonics and for  

starting to blend CVC words 

Year 1—Emily S., for great listening, following instructions, 

and finishing her ‘The bridge’ Literacy work 

Year 2—Scarlett & Joshua G., for fantastic PicCollage work on 

the iPads, mostly independently 

Year 3—Sebastian, for excellent reading 

Year 4—Charlie, for excellent writing in Literacy 

Year 5—Emily T., for beautiful reading in class reading 

Year 6—Lola, for persevering with her Maths work 

Happy Birthday!  

4th October—Will J. 

6th October—Esmee, Toby Tr. 

Golden table 

Matilda, Lily, Madeleine H., George, Freya, 

Madeleine D., Charlie, Alfie 

House points 

This week the winners are Kirkham (Purple)  

Attendance 

Highest average attendance - Class 1 (100%) 

Whole school average - 99.5% 

National attendance average - 96% 

 

Other news 

Tidy-Up Day tomorrow (Saturday 6th October) 

Thank you to all those who have volunteered to help at our Tidy-Up Day tomorrow—it’s very much appreciated. If anyone 

can help out last-minute, please pop along—we will be in school from around 9am until about 3pm and have plenty of jobs to 

go round! Children are welcome to come along with their parent/carer. 

NSPCC “Speak Out. Stay Safe” Day, 12th October 

The NSPCC will be visiting school next Friday, 12th October, to deliver their “Speak Out. Stay Safe” assembly and to 

share information with the children about how they can keep themselves safe from harm and get help if they have any 

worries. 

The assemblies - one for KS1 children and one for KS2 children - will help encourage conversations at age-appropriate 

levels about staying safe. There will also be a workshop for Year 5 and 6 children. 

The children can wear green non-uniform (or other non-uniform if they don’t have any green clothing) for the day, to tie 

in with the colour of Buddy, the NSPCC mascot for schools.   

School Open Days this month 

We are holding a school Open Morning on Saturday 13th October (10:30-12:00). and an Open Afternoon on Thursday 25th 

October (2-3:30pm). Current and prospective parents/carers and their children are all more than welcome. If you know 

anyone in the area who is thinking about a school place for their child, please pass on the word. 

Bag2School bags and collection 

Bag2School bags are now available in the school entrance hall. 

By getting involved in our Bag2School collection, you have an opportunity to sort through your cupboards and wardrobes 

and donate unwanted textiles in the bags provided. These can include adults’ and children’s clothes, shoes (tied together), 

hats, belts, handbags, and soft toys (please refer to http://uk.bag2school.com/ for full details). The bags are then 

weighed and a payment per kilo is made to school. In addition to raising much-needed funds, this will also raise awareness 

amongst the children of the benefits of recycling and reuse. 

Don’t forget to ask grandparents, friends and neighbours to have a sort-out as well! 

Please bring your bag (or bags!) to school by 9th November and help us have a really good collection. 

 

http://uk.bag2school.com/


 

Forthcoming Events – Autumn Term 

 

6th October – Tidy-Up Day at school  

10th October, 4-5:15pm – Year 5/6 Cluster Netball and Football 2 

12th October – NSPCC “Speak Out. Stay Safe” assemblies/workshop – wear green or non-uniform 

13th October, 10:30-12:00 – School Open Morning (open to all) 

17th October, 9:00-12:00 –Toddlers session at school 

17th October, 4-5:15pm – Year 5/6 Cluster Netball and Football 3 

19th October – Class 1 trip to Big Sheep, Little Cow Farm 

22nd October – Flu vaccinations Rec-Year 5 children 

24th October, 2:30pm – Harvest Festival (at school) 

25th October, 2-3:30pm – School Open Afternoon (open to all) 

26th October – FOSS non-uniform day, LAST DAY OF HALF TERM 

 

5th November – SCHOOL RE-OPENS 

7th November - Year 5/6 STEM Fair at Malton School (TBC) 

9th November – Bag2School collection 

9th November, 2pm – Remembrance Assembly 

14th November – Parents’ Evening 1 

15th November – Parents’ Evening 2 

16th November – Children in Need 

21st November, 9:30-11am – Years 3-6 Cluster Cross Country (TBC) 

7th December, 12:15-2:45pm – Year 5/6 Cluster Sportshall Athletics (TBC) 

10th December, 2pm – KS1 Christmas Play dress rehearsal  

11th December – Christmas dinner 

12th December, 2pm & 6pm – KS1 Christmas Play 

14th December – Save the Children Christmas Jumper Day 

19th December, 2:30pm – Christmas panto at Grand Opera House 

20th December – FOSS non-uniform day, School Christmas parties, LAST DAY OF TERM 

21st December -Training Day 

 

7th January - Training Day 

8th January - SCHOOL RE-OPENS 

 

 


