
 

Year 5/6 – Class Newsletter 

 Summer Term 2018 

We welcome you back to a new school term and hope you all had an enjoyable Easter 

break. We are all hoping for some brighter weather to greet us as we venture into this 

next term – hopefully the weather forecast will oblige! 

This is our Summer Term newsletter, which provides an overview of the kind of 

activities we will be up to this term and some general curriculum guidance. 

Please see the attached topic grid for an overview of this term’s curriculum. 

HOMEWORK:  

Y5 Reading each day (20-25 minutes), weekly spellings, multiplication tables, choose one 

activity each week from the Homework Grid. 

Y6 Reading each day (25-30 minutes), weekly spellings, multiplication tables, SATS 

preparation and choose one activity each week from the Homework Grid. 

Homework Grids 

A homework grid for the first half of the Spring Term is attached which details 

compulsory tasks (shaded in purple) to be completed over the course of the half term, 

which should be handed in by the due dates stated. This excludes the Year 6 pupils on a 

compulsory basis for the first half term only, however, they are welcome to complete 

any of the activities if they so wish. Instead, Year 6 pupils should be focussing on 

revision for the SATs tests in the first half term. 

For the remaining weeks, children should choose from the additional tasks (not shaded) 

and complete one per week in the homework book. If it is a practical task, it would be 

lovely to see photos of your child carrying it out and stuck into their Homework book if 

this is possible. 

The homework grid will be stuck into the inside cover of the homework book. Could 

parents please sign and date each box on completion of any given piece of homework. 

Homework books will be collected on the due dates and returned as soon as possible 

thereafter. 

Year 6 SATS: 

As we approach May, the Year 6 children will continue to receive a different SATS 

style paper each week, based upon the coming assessments.  Your child should hand the 



 

answer/transcript pack over to you at home straight away.  Please allow your child the 

required amount of time to complete the paper; somewhere where it is quiet and free 

from distractions.  Once completed, please review the paper with your child.  Any 

questions that they have answered incorrectly, or did not have time to answer, should 

be revisited after a few days.  

 

SATS Preparation: Top Tips for the children: 

1. Practise the areas you answered incorrectly (it doesn’t sound like a lot of fun, 

but it really will help). 

2. Make sure you don’t throw away easy marks (check over your answers and read 

the question carefully). 

SATS Tests commence the week beginning Monday 14th May. The Year 6 children 

have been working hard and will be able to show case their knowledge and skills. 

SATS TIMETABLE: Monday: Spelling, Punctuation and Grammar / Tuesday: 

Reading Comprehension / Wednesday: Maths Paper 1 (Arithmetic) and Maths Paper 

2 (Reasoning) / Thursday: Maths Paper 3 (Reasoning) 

Reading: 

Reading is a life skill and we would like to encourage a real enjoyment and love of 

reading as well as increased fluency and understanding. Regularly reading in class will 

provide children with access to a wide range of texts. It is also important that children 

continue to read at home on a regular basis. This will ultimately support their 

enjoyment and will have a beneficial impact on both their reading attainment and their 

writing. This is a daily homework, which should be recorded in the Reading Record, 

please continue to support this valuable activity.  

Spellings 

Spellings will continue to be sent home on a Tuesday and tested the following 

Monday. The children should try to practise the spellings in their Spelling Practise 

Book little and often (ie: over a period of four days) and the sheet provided supports 

this. 

Each child should use the Look, Say, Cover, Write, Check strategy which the 

children have been shown in class. They will also be encouraged to ensure they 

understand each word in the list. This may mean that they need to use a dictionary to 

find this out. Children should also explore other strategies using colour from the ideas 



 

sheets at the front of their Spelling Practise book and choose some spellings to put 

into sentences to improve their vocabulary. These sentences should explore the range 

of sentence types and include a variety of punctuation together with an effort to 

practise good handwriting to make the exercise worthwhile. This is an important part 

of the spelling homework. Spelling practice books should be accessible throughout the 

week and should be handed in each Monday morning please. Building up new vocabulary 

is important: learning spellings also helps to support this. 

Times Tables 

Children need to learn all times tables (up to and including 12 x 12) by heart.  We 

practiseTT Rock Stars in school to support the learning and embedding of multiplication 

tables. It is also very important that practise continues regularly at home as a key skill. 

Each child has a user name and password for TT Rock stars, so that they can use the 

programme to play games and practise their tables on the website. 

Mathletics  

Each child also has a Mathletics Password and we ask that children access Mathletics 

regularly to support work done in class. Mathletics is on the Homework Grid as a 

compulsory task that should be accessed weekly. Periodically specific activities will be 

set to complete. Other weeks, your child will be able to choose from the topics section: 

either topics already covered or others your child would like further consolidation. 

Please note that for some topics, your child may need paper and pencil to jot down 

notes or complete calculations to obtain the correct answer. Also there are options to 

choose ‘something easier or something harder’ if deemed appropriate. 

Home School Record 

The Home/School Record is a very important book and the children should have access 

to this all the time. This is particularly important for the Year 6 children as this year 

forms a transition between their Primary and Secondary education. 

Your child will be encouraged to use it to help them organise themselves appropriately. 

Spellings and other tasks not detailed on the Homework grid may be put into this book. 

Please feel free to write in this book to communicate with us if you need to on any 

relevant day. If there is a message from you in the book, could you ask your child to 

give us the Home School book on that day so that we can read the relevant comment 

and respond to it quickly. Please could we ask that you check the Home School book 

regularly and sign it at the end of each week. 

 



 

MFL 

MFL (French) will continue to take place on Thursdays. Mrs Gale will continue to teach 

Year 6. This is a super opportunity for the Year 6 children to experience working with a 

native speaker and a great transition for secondary. Mrs Adams will continue to teach 

Year 5. 

East Barnby 

Our Year 6 pupils will be jetting off to East Barnby the week beginning Monday 4th 

June, which is the first week back after half term. We are sure that they will have a 

wonderful time experiencing all that East Barnby has to offer! Mrs Fineran will be 

accompanying the Year 6 children on Monday, Tuesday and Wednesday and Mrs Pye will 

accompany on Thursday and Friday. 

 PE 

Our PE days are Tuesday and Thursday.  Children should keep their P.E. kit in school at 

all times, just in case we have extra P.E. sessions or we have to change our day. Please 

ensure that your child’s kit is clearly labelled and that they have shoes and clothing 

suitable for indoor and outdoor use. If your child has ear-rings, they must bring 

surgical tape to cover them during PE or be prepared to remove them for the duration 

of the session. 

‘Rockit’ Climbing Wall is also due to visit school in the week beginning 11th June. 

Swimming 

Our 6 week swimming programme for Year 5 and 6 will commence in the second half 

term on Tuesday mornings from the 12th June. More details to follow. 

Whole School Diversity Day: Activities will take place on 21st June. More details will 

follow in due course. 

Forest Schools 

Our Forest Schools programme will continue this term: their first session will take 

place on Monday 21st May in the afternoon. In order to participate in Forest Schools, 

children will need suitable footwear (eg: wellies or walking boots), waterproof top and 

trousers, jogging bottoms and a long-sleeved top. Clothes are likely to get a bit muddy 

during these sessions, so please do not send their best clothing. 

We look forward to a full and varied term. Many thanks for your continued support. 

Mrs Adams and Mrs Craig 


