
 

Supporting discussion of home 

reading with your child 
 

The key skills that children develop as their reading progresses can be grouped into 6 

categories.  In school we use the acronym VIPERS to remember these: 

 

 

In order to support discussions with your child and to develop these skills further 

during home-reading, I have set out below some question openers for each of these 

areas. 

These question starters are intended to provide support in discussing reading with your 

child. There is no need for each category of question to be used each time to discuss a 

text with your child - a couple of questions picked from one or two categories each 

time you have a chat with your child about the text they are reading will be of great 

support in helping them to develop a range of reading skills. 

If you have any questions or would like any more information, please do not hesitate to 

pop in for a chat. 

 

 



Ideas for question starters to support discussion of 

home reading. 

Vocabulary – Find and explain the meaning of words in context 

What to do the words………. and……….. suggest about the character/setting/mood? 

Which word tells you that……….? 

Find one word in the text which means……….. 

Infer – unlock the meaning of the text, ‘Read between the lines’. 

What was…. thinking when……… 

What impression of ………….. do you get from these paragraphs? 

Predict – Predict what might happen from details given in the 

text or implied. 

From the cover, what do you think this text is going to be about? 

What does this paragraph suggest will happen next?  What  makes you think this? 

Explain – Explain how meaning is enhanced through the choice of 

language/ Explain the themes and patterns that develop across 

the text. 

Why is the text arranged this way?  (E.g. subheadings/ titles/ length of paragraphs 

etc) 

Which section was the most interesting part?  Why?  What did the author do to make 

it interesting? 

Retrieve – find information from the text. 

These questions are intended to be fairly simple questions retrieving information from 

the text that has been read.  For example: 

What platform did Harry catch the train to Hogwarts from?  How did he find the 

platform? 

What type of story or text is this? 

Summarise – summarise main ideas in simple language from more 

than one paragraph. 

Can you summarise in one sentence the opening/ middle/ end of the story? 


